
 

June 14, 2022 

Zoom Meeting 

1) Routine Business: Meeting Called to order at 2:35pm 
 MRC Members in Attendance:  Kyle Deerkop, Molly Bold, John Shaw, Michael Bruce, 

Arthur Grunbaum, Katie Wrubel, Garrett Dalan Excused MRC Member Absence: Scott 
Mazzone, Kevin Decker, Sarah Bisson, Julie Nelson  MRC Staff:  Kristina Hollatz and 
Amy Stratton 
 

 Guest Welcome and Introduction: Grays Harbor County Commissioner Kevin Pine, 
Oregon State University; Cascadia CoPes Hub Peter Ruggiero, Oregon State University; 
Cascadia CoPes Hub Ali Burgos, City of Westport Kevin Goodrich, Washington Sea 
Grant Ian Miller. 
 

2) Old Business:  
 Approval of Summary Review/ Amendments: April; Arthur motions to approve 

minutes as corrected. Garrett Dalan seconds with amendment.  Motion is passed 
unanimously.  

 Financial Report: No discussion or oppositions noted to June report. Accepted  
 

3) Public Comment:  
Ian Miller- Inquired about how often the MRC would like updates on the Cascadia Copes Hub. 
John agreed quarterly updates would probably be the best. Kyle added that the MRC could 
facilitate ways to reach out to the Grays Harbor community similar to green crab outreach. It 
would be an additional role the MRC could play to help. Ian has also been working with Pacific 
County and they have talked about quarterly engagement as well. Ian asked about contact 
information for the TimberWorks plan and whether if anyone at the city of Aberdeen is tracking 
or implementing it. Garrett added the levee continues to get funding and Brian Shay probably 
would be the best contact.  

 
4) Committee Reports: 

  Community Priorities Subcommittee: No updates for this committee  



 
 Projects Subcommittee: No updates for this committee 

  
 Internal Affairs Subcommittee: Michael stated they are working on status quo still.  

 

5) New Business: 
Peter Ruggario- Presented on a new project along the PNW coast called Cascadia CoPes Hub. 
Their vision is to contribute to coastal resilience through targeted scientific advances and inform 
hazard assessments, mitigation, and adaptation measures with coastal communities. They have 
many partners to look at the full Cascadia Coastline. Overall, they have 5 different teams to 
carry out their work and Peter is heavily involved with team 2. Recent months have been 
building up staff and working with community members. The hub is building on a large number 
of efforts and have held multiple seminars. They have been working with a diverse range of 
geography and communities.  

The sense of work being proposed is coastal science, continuing collaborations with 
coastal hazards and working to identify scientific research priorities. The Hub’s initial focus has 
been at universities and they are looking to broaden focus of the CHARTER undergraduate 
fellowship program. Team 1 has been focused on aspects of identifying faults of estimating 
current rates and developing suites of coupled simulations. The models include tsunami debris 
forecasting. Team 3 is focused on social science, adaptive capacity, and developing a suite of 
decision tools for decision making. Their final team is focused on exposure of indentation, 
coastal change hazards, and quantifying exposure and erosion in current and future settings.  

Their focus has been primarily focused on adaption strategies that are nature-based 
instead of engineered. They have also identified areas from Willapa bay through Grays Harbor to 
start collaborations. Some recent mechanisms have been monthly public facing seminars and 
initiating a pilot grant process.  

If anyone wants to sign up for newsletter or get information, their general email is 
Cascadia.copes@oregonstate.edu. John mentioned that sea level rise has been an increasingly 
popular topic and would like it to be a future point of discussion. Peter added that for impacts of 
sea level rise, they would be happy to participate and help with a collaborative approach. The 
Hub looks at projects along the coast and compares/contrasts successes and non-successes.  

Kevin expressed that Westport is a supporting sponsor of the Hub and excited for the 
opportunities for Ecology grants used to do outreach on sea level rise and climate change. The 
group supports getting together and coming up with a plan to educate the community and 
students. Arthur asked about emergency work being done in Grays Harbor and what proponents 
have done about ESA conflicts and the protection of banded plovers. John added that it is 
federal and WDFW jurisdiction and they are doing what they can to avoid issues. They are still 
moving forward with emergency work on behalf of Shoalwater. John was told it was under 
control and banded plovers are being monitored.  

 



6) Member Updates:    
 John Shaw – Things are good in Westport and people are engaged and watching for fish 

and cranberries. They have been working on noxious and invasive cleanups/projects. So 
far it has been a good season with boots on the ground with beach cleanup and being 
out assessing the beach; they have cleaned up 13 miles of beach.  
 

 Katie Wrubel – It is early on in their field season and they already deployed moorings. 
They are planning to work with Northwest Fisheries Science Center and have two 
possible sites in Quinault and McCaw. They are also planning intertidal monitoring this 
summer. Storm petrel replaced the Tatush and this is their first field season with the 
new vessel. Last month they cohosted the Olympic Coast Ocean Acidification Sentinel 
Site Symposium and she is working on a summary report.  

 
 Kyle Deerkop – He has been traveling the coast and experiencing weather challenges. 

Cranberry growers are saying that if they don’t have fruit by July 4th, it’s likely there will 
not be a crop. Kyle added he sells oysters by the gallon and they are waiting on crops to 
come up to size.  
 

 Garrett Dalan – They had a preliminary round of grants but there is a wider round 
coming up in the fall that TNC is trying to do. It will be focused on small nonprofit 
entities, but it’s a medium sized grant.  

 
 Molly Bold- Westport’s fresh catch just ranked in the top with largest seafood landings. 

They also have new signage that identifies fisherman that sells directly to consumers. 
City of Westport is also planning to implement the changes into their website. The firm 
did a great job launching a campaign and it’s one of the more visited pages. Most 
recently there is partnership of the city and port with fisherman and markets that has 
been a community led effort. They are also planning on canning demonstrations and 
other community activities.   

 

 Arthur Grunbaum- He attended a field trip with Lakeside Industries and found it 
fascinating; they are doing a lot of things to protect water quality. 

 

 Michael Bruce- Not much to update on. He stated that John and Molly updated the 
group really well and Molly does a great job. He noted he has been seeing a lot of 
pelicans so far this year. 
 

7) Next Meeting: July 12th, 2022 

7) Adjourned at 3:32pm.  
 


